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Irene Neufeld is passionate about the British Monarchy. Her love for all things Royal goes back to 
her childhood.   
 
ñThey are just wonderful as far as Iôm concerned,ò says Irene.  ñI think Kate is the      
crowning glory to it all.ò  
 
She also enjoys reading up about the young Prince and Princess. 
 
ñPrince George is getting so big,ò says Irene.  ñPrincess Charlotte is so pretty, just like her 
mother.ò  
 
Irene is a resident of Porteous Lodge.  She is often heard talking about the Royal family. That   
interest in the Royals got Porteous Lodge staff member Ashley Monk thinking about what she 
could do to bring a little taste of Britain to Irene.  Organizing a ñHigh Teaò quickly came to mind.  
    
ñI wanted to do something special for Irene,ò says Ashley.  ñI wanted her to feel like she 
was attending the Queenôs Tea, even if we were 6600 kilometres away.ò 
 
Organizing a ñHigh Teaò required a bit of research.  The first order of business was creating an 
invitation to be sent to Irene.  It needed to be perfect and Ashley didnôt disappoint.   
 
ñIt was a surprise getting the invitation,ò says Irene.  ñThe invitation said it was from 
Queen Elizabeth.ò  
 
The invitation also provided the date and time and instructed Irene to wear her best fascinator, fit 
for a Queen. Ashley found perfect hats for both of them to wear. 
 

ñMy hat was navy and had flowers on it,ò says Irene. ñIt fit really well.  Her hat was really 
cute.  I donôt know where she got them.ò   
 
Ashley also put some thought into the table setting.  There had to be flowers and lace and a  
beautiful china tea pot and dishes and of course the appropriate food items typically associated 
with a ñHigh Tea.ò      

Our Values  

In Action  

Strength of Jubilee  



 

 

 
 
 

The Power is ôlife worth livingõ at Jubilee  

òHigh Teaó page 2  

ñWe had sandwiches and scones on a two tiered serving stand to go with our Earl Grey tea 
brewing in a tea pot,ò says Ashley. 
 
ñShe set it up so cute,ò says Irene.  ñThe main topic was the sandwiches she madeðlittle 
tiny sandwiches.  They were as cute as could be and we had no trouble eating them.ò  
 
And it wouldnôt be a proper ñHigh Teaò without proper manners and etiquette.   
 
ñI asked Irene if she wanted one lump or two of sugar to go with her splash of cream, with 
pinkies up of course,ò laughs Ashley. 
 
Eating tiny sandwiches and sipping tea brought back many memories for Irene.  Growing up with 
sisters, she enjoyed many tea parties as a child.  And there were many teas at her church. 
 
ñI sang in a choir for 25 years,ò says Irene.  ñWe had lots of teas, but nothing quite like 
that.ò 
 
It was an afternoon Ashley and Irene will never forget.   
 
ñIt was a really nice thing for her to have done for me,ò says Irene.  ñAshley was always a 
favourite of mine.  She kind of likes me and I like her.ò 
 
ñI felt like I got to connect more on a friendship basis and focus on one-on-one care,ò says 
Ashley.   
 
Ashley is hoping their day together creating memories will serve as an inspiration to others.      
 
ñI hope my colleagues got inspired to create their own events for other residents,ò says 
Ashley. 
  
The success of the High Tea is proof that a small gesture-- a small act of kindness-- can often 

have a huge and lasting impact.    
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